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UM ATHLETES RECEIVE AWARD FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE
MISSOULATwo University of Montana-Missoula athletes - Lady Griz player Jill Henkel and men’s
tennis player - Ryan O ’Neill will be honored along with two athletes from Montana State
University-Bozeman, for their dedication to and participation in community service during the
Grizzly-Bobcat football game Nov. 23 in Washington-Grizzly Stadium.
For the second year, the Montana Campus Compact will present four athletes with the
Montana Athletes in Service Award between the third and fourth quarters of the Griz-Cat game.
The award commemorates the signing of the President’s Declaration of the Civic Responsibility of
Higher Education, which occurred in November 2000 in Missoula. The first presentation of the
Montana Athletes in Service Award was made last year in Bozeman. The presentation site will
alternate with the location of the Grizzly-Bobcat football game.
For Henkel and O ’Neill, the award is both a surprise and an honor.
"I was shocked to learn that I had won this award," Henkel said. "I know that I’m
involved with a lot of community organizations, but so are a lot of other people in Grizzly
athletics."
O’Neill said, "You never really expect to get recognized for helping people and having
fun. It feels good to know that I’m helping someone out, and that’s really what it’s all about for
me.
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O’Neill began playing tennis as a 7-year-old in the small town of Union, Ontario. He
continued to play through high school at St. Joseph’s High, a school with around 500 students,
where he lettered in the sport and was the top-ranked junior in the region.
"My school was really small, which was great because people were really close, but there
was a definite lack of things to do," O ’Neill said. "I hoped that I could continue with tennis in
college, and when I talked with the people here, I knew it was going to be a great place for me to
be."
UM recruited O’Neill for the men’s tennis program, and head coach Kris Nord said they
have never regretted that decision.
"Ryan is a model citizen and a fantastic tennis player," Nord said. "He is always on time,
and he works hard at everything he does, whether h e’s on the court, in class, or helping out in the
community."
O’Neill is now a junior biology major with a 4.0 grade-point average and medical school
dreams.
"I have learned that tennis is just a game," O ’Neill said. "You can lose a big match, and be
really disappointed, but if that’s the worst thing that happens to you, you’re pretty well-off."
O’Neill said his involvement in the community has been a key factor in his perspective on
life. "I have so many opportunities and advantages as a student, and volunteering has taught me
that more people need help than you might think, and people should never be afraid to offer help."

O’Neill, who enjoys volunteering with kids and hopes to become a pediatrician, donates
his time to the Reading is Cool program, various activities organized by Garden City Church and
the Host Family program, in addition to serving as the men’s tennis team representative on the
UM Student-Athlete Advisory Board. He also teaches tennis to children in his hometown during
the summers.
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Jill Henkel, a senior biology major and member of the Lady Griz basketball team, said that
she has learned almost as much from her experiences with the team and through volunteering as
she has in the classroom.
"I have learned that not everyone has had all o f the opportunities I have had," she said.
"It’s really important to give to other people and it’s just the right thing to do."
A Missoula native, Henkel began volunteering with her grandfather. "He has always
believed that community service and volunteering is just essential in society. I started volunteering
with him several years ago, and I just got hooked."
Community service also has provided Henkel with a positive outlet for stress that came
from a string of athletic disappointments. She has had three knee injuries since coming to UM,
which resulted in four surgeries that have kept her in rehabilitation and off the court.
"Volunteering took my mind off o f my challenges, and helped me to focus on other things.
And in some cases, like coaching Little League or Kiwanis basketball, it lets me teach kids
something I’m passionate about —sports —and helps them see the importance of positive
attitudes.
"I would like to think that I have been a motivating or positive influence on the team
through all of this," she said. "It was very hard to keep from being depressed while I watched my
teammates play the game I love, but my family was really supportive and the team always
included me and treated me like a player. I tried to contribute to the team in other ways."
Lady Griz head coach Robin Selvig said Henkel has indeed made a positive impact on the
team. "Jill brings a great work ethic and an outstanding enthusiasm for basketball that carries over
to the rest of the team," he said. "She has the desire and dedication to be a great player, and she
has bounced back and dealt admirably with big disappointments."
While Henkel has been cleared to play for this season, her final one at UM, she plans to
keep her commitment to volunteering. She donates her time and talent to more than 10
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organizations including Community Medical Center, Compatible, Watson Children’s Shelter,
Read to Achieve, the Missoula Family YMCA, Missoula Little League, Paint Up Montana, Call to
Serve and the Poverello Center.
"I think through all of this, I have learned that persistence and hard work pay off, even
though it sometimes seems like things are never going to work out," said Henkel. "I have also
learned that winning, in basketball or in other situations, is mostly getting something positive out
of an experience, whatever the experience might be."
Henkel and O’Neill personify UM ’s commitment to public service.
"These are exceptional people," said Dean McGovern, MTCC executive director. "It takes
a special commitment to engage with the community when busy school and athletic schedules
dominate one’s life."
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